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December 27, 2020
Order of Worship
First Sunday After Christmas
Prelude
Greeting

Light the Christ Candle

Pastor Freddie & Valerie Orr

Advent hope moves us; Advent love leads us; Advent joy stirs us; Advent peace stills us, that we might
affirm our King Jesus.
It is time we set flame to this Advent affirmation by lighting the Christ Candle.

We believe that Jesus is the Son of God. He was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. He
was the long-awaited Messiah whose coming was prophesied. The same Jesus lives today in our
hearts. He deserves our highest loyalty and total commitment. In Jesus Christ our hope is
fulfilled; our love is consummated; our joy is complete; and our peace is sealed.
Rejoice, a Savior is born.
A Savior is born, indeed. Joy to the world!
Call to Worship

The Christmas tree lights have dimmed.
The once-wrapped gifts have been shared.
But the awesome love of God still shines brightly in our hearts.
Our spirits resound with the good news of salvation.
God is with us!
Thanks be to God! AMEN.
Opening Prayer

Lord of mercy and joy, you have given to us the blessing of your Son Jesus who will make known your
presence, forgiveness, and love to each one of us. Be with us this day and keep our hearts and minds
open to receive your love and peace. Enable each of us to be people of joy and hope as we encounter
others. We ask this in Jesus’ name. AMEN.

Opening Hymn

Joy to the World

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ;
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.
Concerns of the Community
Pastoral Prayer
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Affirmation of Faith
WE BELIEVE (Based on Isaiah 61:10-11) -Rev. Bruce Prewer, Australian Church Resources
We believe joyfully in the God of love,
with all our being we celebrate our God.
As soil after drought produces green shoots
and as garden seeds spring into new life,
so our God produces justice and praise
to spring up among all nations.

We believe in God
who dresses us in the garments of salvation;
who by the grace of Christ
covers us with the robe of righteousness,
adopts us into the holy family,
and promises to make us a crown of beauty,
a royal diadem in the hand of God.
This we believe through Christ Jesus.
May the Holy Spirit strengthen our belief. AMEN.
Hymn

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

I want to walk as a child of the light,
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father.
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
I’m looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus.
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
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Young Disciples’ Time
Anthem

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Scripture Reading

Charlie Walden
Luke2:21-40

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given
by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be
designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit,
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
“Master, now you are dismissing your
servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon[f] blessed
them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword
will pierce your own soul too.”
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age,
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.
She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon
him.
This is the Word of God, for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Benediction

“After the Tree Comes Down”

Eddie Burks
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Traditional Worship Service 10:45 a.m. Live Online
3700 W. Northgate Drive
Irving, TX 75062
972-252-8519
www.northgateumc.org

HOW DO YOU GET TO CHURCH WITH US ON SUNDAYS?
Join our live-streamed worship service starting at 10:45am Sunday.
The service will be presented online on FaceBook live, but you do not have to be a FaceBook user to watch
it.
• Go to our website: www.northgateumc.org
• Scroll down to the bottom of the opening page to the lower right hand corner.
• Click on the
button and you'll be connected to the live stream.
• Enjoy this special community experience during worship.
• You may also access the service by using this link -

https://www.facebook.com/Northgate-United-Methodist-Church-170310129989/
If you somehow miss the live-stream, you will still be able to access the service through the website later.
For Sermon By Phone, Call 972-203-8099

HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT NORTHGATE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH?
You may:
1. Mail a check to Northgate United Methodist Church at 3700 W. Northgate Dr., Irving, TX 75062
2. Drop a check into the locked mailbox by the East side of the front main entrance double doors.
Contents are not accessible without a key, so your donation will be safe. It is checked regularly.
3. Online through our conference offices via a link located on our website. Go to
www.northgateumc.org; scroll to the bottom of the front/first page of the site; click on the “Donate
Here” button and follow the instructions. Please note the complete name of the church: Northgate
United Methodist Church.
Thank you for your generosity. We hope to “see” you Sunday morning! Be safe. Be Blessed.

