
Introduction to the Apocrypha – The Daniel Additions 
Session Two 

 

 
The Fiery Furnace; from the Book of Daniel, "; Franz Joseph Hermann 

St. Pankratius, Wiggensbach, Germany 

 
A Brief History of the Exile and the Second Temple Period;  

The Four Kingdoms; The Song of the Three Jews; 
 The Book of Daniel (3:24 – 3:30) 

 
 

Date and Historical Context of The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of 
the Three Jews 

 
Whether the Prayer and Song were initially written in Hebrew or Aramaic or Greek 
remains debated, as does their place of composition.  The Prayer contains 
references that correspond to the reign of the Seleucid king Antiochus IV (175 – 164 
b.c.e.), and so a second – (or perhaps first –) century b.c.e. date of composition is 
possible.  These works appear as numbers seven and eight of the fifteen “Odes” 
added to the book of Psalms in a few manuscripts of the Septuagint, a placement 
that complements the resemblance of these Additions to Ps 148 in terms of theme 
and to Ps 136 in terms of structure.     

– from The New Oxford Annotated Apocrypha – New Revised Standard Version  
 
 
 
 



The King David Report 
 

One assumption made by many modern biblical scholars is that while the book of 
Daniel tells the story of a young man during exile in Babylon during the sixth 
century, much of what he is describing fits life for Jews in Jerusalem and Judea 
during the first part of the second century b.c.e.  The author uses the names of kings 
Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius and Cyrus, but the cruel king he describes is a 
much better match for Antiochus IV, the Seleucid king.   The Jews of the exile were 
held captive in a faraway land and were undoubtedly encouraged to assimilate into 
the culture of their captors, but they were still allowed to worship their own God.  
That was not the case in second century Jerusalem under Antiochus IV.   
 
There are times and places where a writer doesn’t want the risk of “naming names.” 
It may be safer to tell a story about someone else and let readers “read between the 
lines”.  It is uncertain whether that is the case with the book of Daniel.  A modern 
classic by Stefan Heym titled, The King David Report, provides an example of this 
dilemma: 
  
In this retelling of the biblical story, King Solomon commissions Ethan the Scribe to 
write the official history of King David. In return for the finest cooking in the land and 
the wages of a minor prophet, Ethan must write a proper record, full of glory and 
battles, statecraft and honor--a tribute to David and, of course, to Solomon, his heir. 
But as Ethan explores the story, he finds another life hidden behind the iron curtain 
dividing past from present: the story of a David who seduced, lied, bragged, and 
plundered his way to power. Ethan wonders: which life should be reported in the King 
David Report? 
 
Written by one of Germany's most acclaimed dissident authors, The King David 
Report is both an analysis of the writer's obligations to truth, and an astute satire on 
the workings of history and politics in a totalitarian state. 
Stefan Heym is representative of many intellectuals in the former East Germany who 
found themselves torn between loyalty to the ideals of their state and disdain for the 
reality. He was born into a secular Jewish family in Chemnitz. As a young man, he went 
to the United States to escape Hitler, where he worked for a while as a journalist. In 
1943 he joined the American army. His first novel, The Crusaders (1948), became a 
best-seller. It was loosely based on his wartime experiences and filled with contempt 
not only for the Nazi government, but for virtually all of German culture. Distressed by 
the rise of McCarthyism in the United States and by Western tolerance of former Nazi 
officials, Heym emigrated to East Germany in 1953 and gave his enthusiastic support 
to the Socialist aspirations of his new homeland. His disillusionment with East 
Germany was far more gradual and, by his own account, more difficult than that 
experienced in the United States. In 1976 Heym protested the forced emigration of 
singer-songwriter Wolf Biermann from the German Democratic Republic. Two years 
later he was fined and expelled from the East German Writers' Union for accepting 
royalties for work published abroad. Though Heym continued to believe that the GDR 



was the "better-half" of Germany, disillusion with the reality of socialism moved him to 
turn to his Jewish heritage for inspiration in novels such as The King David 
Report (1972) and The Wandering Jew (1984). In 1992 he became a founding member 
of the "Committee for Justice," a lobby representing the interests of former East 
Germans in a newly united Germany. 
   – from an introduction to The King David Report 

 
 

Daniel, Questions of Pseudonymity and Apocalyptic 
Literature 

 
The first six chapters are stories about Daniel, speaking of him in the third person, 
and so are anonymous as to authorship.  Daniel speaks in the first person in 
chapters 7 – 12, and since he dates his visions in the reigns of Belshazzar and Cyrus, 
the traditional view has been that this sixth-century character was responsible for 
the whole book.  There may well have been a Daniel in exile around whom these 
legends grew up, although we know nothing more about him.  Other occurrences of 
the name (e.g., Ezekiel) seem to refer to an ancient Daniel (or Danel) rather than the 
hero of the Exile.  If the stories about Daniel did exist earlier than the second 
century, then claiming a second century date for the visions and the final form of the 
book means we are postulating that an anonymous author who wrote during the 
persecution added his visions to the stories and attributed them to the exilic hero. 
 
It seems likely that most of the authors of apocalyptic literature did have visionary 
experiences that led them to choose that genre to express their messages, although 
it may well be that some were imitators.  Visions are a solitary event, and no one but 
the visionary can know what actually happened, or whether anything happened.  
The apocalyptic books are works of learning, not just the ramblings of people who 
have had bizarre experiences.  They tend to be carefully structured and clearly 
intend to be understood in spite of the air of mystery that is typical.  Although no 
one can be sure of this, it seems likely that the vision-accounts that did begin with 
an actual paranormal experience have been thought through by the seer and then 
written in such a way as to make sure that the message the seer discerned in the 
vision would be clear to the reader.  We must allow for another possibility, as well.  
If “visions” had simply become a standard literary type, then some authors, without 
any intent to deceive, may have created them using the familiar symbolism, knowing 
this was what their readers would expect.  Since only the authors could know 
whether their work originated with their imagination or with a real vision, 
speculation on that subject will be of no avail. 

– Donald E. Gowan (from Daniel – Abingdon Old Testament Commentaries) 
 
 



Chronology 
 
           
970 – 931 b.c.e. Reign of Solomon     Assyrian  
          Dominance  
722 b.c.e.  Fall of Samaria (Israel – the Northern Kingdom)   
 
650 b.c.e.        Assyria in decline – 
621 b.c.e.   Law code (Deuteronomic law) found  Egypt in Ascendancy 
    during reign of Josiah  
612 b.c.e.  Babylonians conquer Nineveh          Babylon in Ascendancy 
 
605 b.c.e.                       Battle of Carchemish – Babylon/Media/Persia defeat Assyria  
    and Egypt 
597 b.c.e.                Babylon attacks Judah – Jehoiakim dies during siege 
             Jeconiah captured and exiled 
587 – 586   Jerusalem under siege – city and Temple destroyed  
    Many more Jews taken to Exile in Babylon 
 
539 b.c.e   Cyrus the Great (Persia) defeats Babylon 
538 b.c.e.  Some Jews allowed to return to Jerusalem    
 
520 - 515 b.c.e. The second temple is built 
 
356 – 323 b.c.e. Alexander the Great (Conquered the Persian Empire – 334) 
323 b.c.e.  Death of Alexander – Empire is divided four ways:  
        Cassander – Lysimachus – Seleucus – Ptolemy  
300 
   The Ptolemies dominate Judah - Jerusalem 
198 b.c.e.  The Seleucids defeat the Ptolemies and control of Israel 
         Antiochus III 
          Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
 
166 – 160 b.c.e. Revolt of Judas Maccabeus 
    Hasmonean Dynasty (Jewish rule) 
63 b.c.e.  Pompey conquers Jerusalem for Rome 63 b.c.e. 
31 b.c.e.  Octavius (Augustus) defeats Marc Antony and Cleopatra at the  
            battle of Actium. 
   Augustus (Octavius)  63 b.c.e. – 14 c.e. 
 
4 – 1 b.c.e.  Birth of Jesus      
70 c.e.    Rome destroys Jerusalem including the Temple 
 
 
 



The Four Kingdoms described in Daniel 
 

(Traditional Option) 
• Babylon 
• Persia (inferior) 
• Greece (Alexander’s Macedonian Empire) 
• Rome (divided) 
•  

(Alternate Option) 
• Babylon 
• Medes (inferior) 
• Persia 
• Greece (Alexander’s Macedonian Empire - divided) 

 
 

The Song of the Three Jews 

23 Now the king’s servants who threw them in kept stoking the furnace with 
naphtha, pitch, tow, and brushwood. 24 And the flames poured out above the furnace 
forty-nine cubits, 25 and spread out and burned those Chaldeans who were caught 
near the furnace. 26 But the angel of the Lord came down into the furnace to be with 
Azariah and his companions, and drove the fiery flame out of the furnace, 27 and 
made the inside of the furnace as though a moist wind were whistling through it. 
The fire did not touch them at all and caused them no pain or distress. 

28 Then the three with one voice praised and glorified and blessed God in the 
furnace: 

29 “Blessed are you, O Lord, God of our ancestors, 
    and to be praised and highly exalted forever; 
30 And blessed is your glorious, holy name, 
    and to be highly praised and highly exalted forever. 
31 Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory, 
    and to be extolled and highly glorified forever. 
32 Blessed are you who look into the depths from your throne on the cherubim, 
    and to be praised and highly exalted forever. 
33 Blessed are you on the throne of your kingdom, 
    and to be extolled and highly exalted forever. 
34 Blessed are you in the firmament of heaven, 
    and to be sung and glorified forever. 
 
35 “Bless the Lord, all you works of the Lord; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
36 Bless the Lord, you heavens; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 



37 Bless the Lord, you angels of the Lord; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
38 Bless the Lord, all you waters above the heavens; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
39 Bless the Lord, all you powers of the Lord; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
40 Bless the Lord, sun and moon; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
41 Bless the Lord, stars of heaven; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
 
42 “Bless the Lord, all rain and dew; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
43 Bless the Lord, all you winds; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
44 Bless the Lord, fire and heat; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
45 Bless the Lord, winter cold and summer heat; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
46 Bless the Lord, dews and falling snow; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
47 Bless the Lord, nights and days; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
48 Bless the Lord, light and darkness; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
49 Bless the Lord, ice and cold; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
50 Bless the Lord, frosts and snows; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
51 Bless the Lord, lightnings and clouds; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
 
52 “Let the earth bless the Lord; 
    let it sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
53 Bless the Lord, mountains and hills; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
54 Bless the Lord, all that grows in the ground; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
55 Bless the Lord, seas and rivers; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
56 Bless the Lord, you springs; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
57 Bless the Lord, you whales and all that swim in the waters; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
58 Bless the Lord, all birds of the air; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 



59 Bless the Lord, all wild animals and cattle; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
 
60 “Bless the Lord, all people on earth; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
61 Bless the Lord, O Israel; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
62 Bless the Lord, you priests of the Lord; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
63 Bless the Lord, you servants of the Lord; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
64 Bless the Lord, spirits and souls of the righteous; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
65 Bless the Lord, you who are holy and humble in heart; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
 
66 “Bless the Lord, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael; 
    sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever. 
For he has rescued us from Hades and saved us from the power[c] of death, 
    and delivered us from the midst of the burning fiery furnace; 
    from the midst of the fire he has delivered us. 
67 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
    for his mercy endures forever. 
68 All who worship the Lord, bless the God of gods, 
    sing praise to him and give thanks to him, 
    for his mercy endures forever.” 
      
*The Song of the Three Jews follows the Prayer of Azariah in the book of Daniel in 
most translations.  They fit between verse 23 and 24 of the third chapter of the book 
of Daniel. 
          
 

Daniel 3:24 - 30 
 

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to 
his counselors, “Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” 
They answered the king, “True, O king.” 25 He replied, “But I see four men 
unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the 
fourth has the appearance of a god.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the 
door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27 And the satraps, 
the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and 
saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the 
hair of their heads was not singed, their tunics[b] were not harmed, and not 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prayer+of+Azariah&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-33935c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+3%3A24+-+30&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21835b


even the smell of fire came from them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and 
delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s 
command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god 
except their own God. 29 Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or 
language that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for 
there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.” 30 Then the king 
promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
 
The New Oxford Annotated Apocrypha, New Revised Standard Version – Fully Revised 
Fourth Edition, Michael D. Coogan, Editor, Amy-Jill Levine, Contributor, Oxford 
University Press, Oxford, New York, 2010 
 
Daniel, Abingdon Old Testament Commentaries, Donald E. Gowan, Abingdon Press, 
Nashville, 2001 
 
    ______________________________________ 
 
Session Three:  The stories from chapter 4 – 6, and the visions from 7 – 12 of the 
book of Daniel; Susanna  

 


