
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 7, 2021 
Order of Worship 

Third Sunday of Lent 
Communion Sunday  

March Celebrates Women’s History Month 
 

Prelude  
Greeting 
 
Call to Worship  
 

Come with us on this Lenten Journey to the Temple. 
The temple is the great House of the Lord. 
But sometimes even greed and selfishness can enter the Temple. 
Be with us, Lord, as we enter this step. 
The Lord will be asking us to recognize our selfishness. 
Lord, hear our cries. 
We stand in the need of the presence of God. 
Our lives can so easily become corrupted by our own greed. 
But the Lord has heard our cries and calls us forward on this journey. 
Lord, guide our steps. 
Come, let us worship God who is always with us. 
Let us open our hearts to the healing, restoring love of God.  AMEN. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Lord, we come to you this day with so many things laying claim to our lives, our hearts, and 
our spirits.  Open our ears and our hearts to hear your words of healing love.  Prepare us to be 
faithful disciples for you.  For we ask this in Jesus’ Name.  AMEN. 
 
Opening Hymn Lord of the Dance  UMH 261, vs. 1, 2 & 3 
 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun,  
and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,  
and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth.   
At Bethlehem I had my birth.  
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Dance, then, wherever you may be;  
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.   
And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be,  
and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 

I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,  
but they would not dance and they would not follow me;  
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John;  
they came to me and the dance went on. 
 

Dance, then, wherever you may be;  
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.   
And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be,  
and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 
I danced on the sabbath when I cured the lame,  
the holy people said it was a shame;  
they whipped and they stripped and they hung me high;  
and they left me there on a cross to die. 
 
Dance, then, wherever you may be;  
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.   
And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be,  
and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 
Wonder Women of the Bible Moment “Deborah”, Presented by Deborah Coleman-Fron 
 
Concerns of the Community 
 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Hymn Lead Me, Guide Me TFWS 2214 
 
Lead me, guide me, along the way,  
for if you lead me, I cannot stray.  
Lord, let me walk each day with thee.   
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 
Young Disciples’ Time  David Forbus 
 
Anthem           You Are Mine 
 
  



Scripture Reading  John 2:13-22 
 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables.  Making 
a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle.  He also 
poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.  He told those who 
were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace!”  His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.”  The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”  Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  The Jews then said, 
“This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 
days?”  But he was speaking of the temple of his body.  After he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken. 

This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.   

 
Sermon “What Is This Mess?” Pastor Orr 
 
Holy Communion, Table II  UMH 12-15 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek 
to live in peace with one another.  Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one 
another. 
 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 

Patient Lord, we have cluttered the “temples” of our lives with so many unnecessary things 
that they have blocked out your healing words of hope and mercy.  We have been keenly 
aware of our economic situation and have spent much time and energy worrying about these 
things.  Forgive us when we have been so preoccupied with these things that we have not 
listened to your words and followed your ways.  Clear away our fears and frustrations.  Give 
us clean hearts and spirits.  Help us to be confident in your mercy and transformational love. 
These things we offer in the name of Jesus, the Christ.  AMEN. 
 
 (All pray in silence) 
 
  



Hear the good news: 
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's love toward us.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
Glory to God.  AMEN. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 
heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.  By the baptism of his suffering, death, and 
resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made 
with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me." 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and 
said:  "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise 
and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 



Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Make them 
be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed 
by his blood. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is 
yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.   AMEN.  

BREAKING OF THE BREAD & GIVING THE BREAD & CUP 

The body of Christ, given for you.  AMEN. 
 
The blood of Christ, given for you.  AMEN. 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself 
to us.   Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give 
ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.   AMEN. 
 
Hymn of Commitment O Perfect Love UMH 645, vs. 1 & 2 
 

O perfect Love, all human thought transcending, 
lowly we kneel in prayer before thy throne, 
that theirs may be the love which knows no ending, 
whom thou forevermore dost join in one. 
 
O perfect Life, be thou their full assurance 
of tender charity and steadfast faith, 
of patient hope and quiet, brave endurance, 
with childlike trust that fears nor pain nor death. 
 
Benediction 
 
  



Today’s Worship Leaders 
 

Preacher ................... Pastor Freddie Orr 
Liturgist .................................... Valerie Orr 
Music Director .................. David Forbus 
Accompanist ...................... Laura Benton 
A/V Team ..... Cary Marsalis, Jay Marsh 
  .................................. Theodore Sappore 
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